
 
 

 

Commenter  Page 

Numbe

r 

Comment Rule Language  Board Response 

John Carmack Pg. 1 

mark-

up 

This allows for unlimited 

reappointment by the governor. 

Board members shall be ineligible 

for reappointment for a period of 

three (3) years following 

completion of each full, three (3) 

year term. Board members shall be 

appointed for three (3) year terms. 

 

This change was made to be consistent 

with the Board’s statutory language, 

ACA §17-27-201 

John Carmack Pg. 3 

mark-

up 

Does this include "the board 

member appointed for disciplinary 

& review committee?" 

 

Five (5) members shall at all times 

constitute a quorum. 

The quorum is set by statute and is used 

for all Board business not just discussion 

of complaints so it would include the 

committee member. 

John Carmack Pg. 12 

mark-

up 

3000 CCH in MFT is not consistent 

with AAMFT (1000 CCH post 

Masters)  

 

(b) Must provide evidence of 

three years (3000 clock hours) 

three thousand (3000) client contact 

hours of supervised full-time 

experience, as defined by the 

Board, in marriage and family 

therapy acceptable to the Board. 

This language is consistent with the 

Board’s statute, ACA §17-27-304 and 

does not have to be consistent with the 

National Association. 

John Carmack Pg. 18 

mark-

up 

Rationale that other states don't 

require this is seems dubious, most 

states did not require 60 hours or 

175 hours of supervision; there are 

several differences from state to 

state that give autonomy to each 

state...is this core domain essential 

to practicing as a clinician?  

 

12.Technology Assisted 

Counseling, (1 Graduate Credit 

Hour Minimum) 

 

The board believes it is important for all 

practitioners to receive training in this 

area.  In light of the recent public health 

crisis, the board believes it is essential.  

Accrediting bodies have very little 

specific standards on the use technology.   



 
 

 

John Carmack Pg. 18 

mark-

up 

Will other outside resources be 

allowed to count ie., Zur, Pesi etc? 

 

12.Technology Assisted 

Counseling, (1 Graduate Credit 

Hour Minimum 

No for new applicants it must be a 

college course.  

John Carmack Pg. 19 

mark-

up 

Sp: identity Professional Identify, Thank you for the catch. 

John Carmack Pg. 19 

mark-

up 

C+ or below Grades of "C" or below will not 

be accepted for licensure 

purposes. 

 

Thank you for the comment the Board 

will add the plus sign. 

John Carmack Pg. 24 

mark-

up 

omit "semester hours" as this is 

stated twice 

One hundred (100) CCH may be 

gained for each three (3) 

graduate semester hours 

semester hours earned 

Typo in the mark-up; not repeated in the 

clean copy 

John Carmack Pg. 37 

mark-

up 

Excellent addition to allow credit for 

the presenter...its about time 

 

Presenters will receive two (2) 

hours per one (1) hour of the initial 

presentation. 

 

Thank you for your comment. 

John Carmack Pg. 37 

mark-

up 

what is the rationale for allowing 

undergraduate coursework to count 

for Master's licensure continuing ed? 

 

Both undergraduate and graduate 

course work will be acceptable.  15 

hours of CE credit may be counted 

for every 1 hour of course work. 

The rationale is that even undergraduate 

coursework takes time and effort and is 

more involved than an average 1 hour 

continuing education course. 

 

John Carmack Pg. 37 

mark-

up 

Excellent Relevant professional service in 

leadership positions such as officers 

of the state, regional, or national 

professional associations or 

members of the Arkansas Board of 

Examiners in Counseling. 10 hours 

of CE credit may be counted. 

Thank you for the comment. 

John Carmack Pg. 37 

mark-

up 

Repeated twice...also found in (g) 

below 

Six (6) continuing education 

hours in supervision content are 

required each renewal period for 

Typo in mark-up, not repeated in clean 

copy 



 
 

 

Board approved supervisors. 

Three (3) of the six (6) clock 

hours must be from Board 

recognized state associations or an 

Arkansas university associated 

workshop or program. 

John Carmack Pg. 39 

mark-

up 

Add "as a result of the 

subcommittee’s review" 

The following may be taken as a 

result of the sub-committee: 

 

The Board will add your suggestion.  

John Carmack Pg. 47 

mark-

up 

What happened to "probation?" This 

allows them to practice and 

suspension does not? 

 

SUSPENSION,  REVOCATION,  

ANNULMENT  OR 

WITHDRAWAL 

Probation is an option under “other 

sanctions” it is just not listed in the title 

of the subsection. 

Dustin Morrow Pg. 15 

mark-

up 

Will the Board continue to oversee 

Appraisal activities of LPCs? 

(a) Appraisal Specialization 

license standards for issue 

being (A) or (B) and (C) 

 

 

The board is seeking to remove the 

requirement that our licensees must have 

specializations to provide services they 

are trained to provide.  This is in line 

with other helping professions. 

Dustin Morrow Pg. 13-

17 

mark-

up 

Are specializations going away? Section 3.6 Specializations 

 

The Board shall evaluate areas of 

specialization.   

The board is not in any way limiting 

services a trained professional can 

provide. The board is just not going to 

oversee these specializations anymore or 

take money from licensees to have these 

things added to a license.  If you feel you 

are adequately trained to provide 

competent, ethical services, you can 

provide them.  Keep your statement of 

intent updated with the services you are 

trained to provide.  The only 

specialization the board is going to 

specifically address is the supervision 

status. 

 



 
 

 

Sean Paul Jones Pg. 15 

mark-

up 

How does it affect appraisal? a. Appraisal 

Specialization 

license standards for 

issue being (A) or 

(B) and (C) 

The board is seeking to remove the 

requirement that our licensees must have 

specializations to provide services they 

are trained to provide.  This is in line 

with other helping professions. 

Sean Paul Jones Pg. 15 

mark-

up 

So, just any LPC without a Ph.D. 

and formal training can just go and 

do psyche assessments? Who will 

oversee that this doesn’t 

happen/happens only if they meet 

the prerequisites? 

 

(a) Appraisal Specialization 

license standards for issue 

being (A) or (B) and (C) 

 

If a complaint is filed and someone is 

providing services outside of their scope 

of practice, they can lose their 

license.  We are still overseeing our 

licensees and the services they provide, 

we are just leaving it up to the licensees 

to provide services for which they have 

training, competency and are qualified to 

provide.  

Lindsey Mason Pg. 18 

mark-

up 

Can you advise as to how the 

proposed rule revisions affect my 

current application for a LAC 

license and it’s proposed induction 

of 1 hour of Tech Assisted 

Counseling? 

 

a. 12.Technology 

Assisted 

Counseling, (1 

Graduate Credit 

Hour Minimum) 

 

Since you already have an application on 

file with our board, the new rules will not 

affect you, in reference to the core 

curriculum changes. 

Cyndi Sewell Pg. 22 

mark-

up 

Can any of the 2500 CCHs in Level 

2 supervision be include Indirect 

CCHs? 

CCH for the remaining twenty-

five hundred (2500) hours 

(Level 2). A direct client contact 

hour is defined as face-to-face 

contact with a client(s) in a 

therapeutic engagement 

interaction with individuals or 

groups 

It includes direct and indirect hours.  The 

first highlighted section is trying to 

explain the 1/10 (Level 1) and 1/20 

(Level 2) ratios required for the different 

levels. 

Cyndi Sewell Pg. 22 

mark-

up 

Are we allowed to claim up to 800 

Indirect hours during Level 2?  

 

2200 hours defined as direct 

client contact. No more than 800 

hours of indirect client contact 

may be counted in Level 2. 

Yes 



 
 

 

Cyndi Sewell Pg. 24 

mark-

up 

For the indirect hours- is it an 80/20 

rule where you are only able to 

document 20 percent indirect hours 

based on the total direct hours? 

These hours will adhere to the 

'80 - 20' rule, meaning 80 hours 

will go toward direct hours & 

20 hours will go toward indirect 

hours. 

We are not breaking it down like 

that.  You can have 800 indirect hours 

and 2200 direct hours in level 2. 

Clarification: 

3000 CCHs required to complete 

supervision 

-500 Direct CCHs Level I   

2500 Remaining CCHs Level II 

    

2500 CCHs Level II 

-800 Indirect CCHs Level II 

1700 Direct CCHs remaining to 

complete Level II 

 

 

Cyndi Sewell Pg. 23 

mark-

up 

Are the supervision hours required 

(175) only counted towards the 

direct client contact hours or both 

direct and indirect? 

(f) The total hours of supervised 

practice are 175 clock hours of 

supervision. 

Direct and Indirect 

Cyndi Sewell Pg. 22-

23 

mark-

up 

Is there a minimum time we have to 

be under supervision?  Once we 

complete the 3000 hours and 175 

supervision hours are we able to 

apply for full licensure? 

(d)Counselors or Marriage and 

Family Therapists licensed at the 

associate level must complete 

approximately three (3) years or 

3000 Client Contact Hours (CCH) 

with supervision. 

 

(f) The total hours of supervised 

practice are 175 clock hours of 

supervision 

No-you do not have to spend a minimum 

amount of time in supervision or do three 

years.  Once you complete 3000 CCH 

and 175 Supervision Hours you can 

request to move to LPC. 

Matthew Eubanks Pg. 51 

mark-

up 

When will the new rules revisions 

go into effect?  Seeking Licensure 

by Endorsement under new rules. 

Section 9.1 RECIPROCITY 

LICENSURE BY 

ENDORSEMENT 

We are beginning the public comment 

phase for our rules revisions.  This will 

last 30 days.  Then it has to go to 

legislature for approval and cannot go 



 
 

 

into effect until 60 days after approval.  

If all goes as planned, our new rules will 

not go into effect until July 1, 2020 

Terri Frank  Thank you for taking the time to 

create and to publish "Proposed 

Rules Revisions 2020."  I look 

forward to obtaining a professional 

counseling license in Arkansas and 

serving the people of this state.  

Thank you again for proposing these 

revisions, 

 

  

Amanda Strange  Is this proposal going to permit 

specializations or only through 5/4?  

 These rules revisions would take the 

place of the existing rules we have and 

would go into effect July 1, 2020 

Amanda Strange Pg. 4 

mark-

up 

I noticed supervision is crossed out 

as well for a specialization. Is this an 

error? I am already a licensed 

supervisor however I am confused 

as how this would not be a 

specialization? 

“Board Approved Supervisor 

Status” means any person 

holding himself/herself out to 

the public by any title or 

description of services 

incorporating the words 

Approved Supervisor Status. 

Any person who meets the 

applicable requirements set forth 

in Section 4.3 of these rules are 

approved to supervise LAC 

and/or LAMFT. 

 

Supervision is the only specialization the 

board is going to continue to oversee.  If 

you see it marked through in the rules 

revisions, it is because the name is 

changing to Board Approved Supervisor 

Status in the new rules. 

Leslie Salmon Pg. 51 

mark-

up 

Under the current rules I have been 

denied a professional license by 

endorsement due to my graduate 

school transcripts falling short of 

Arkansas' requirements.  I am in 

Section 9.1 RECIPROCITY 

LICENSURE BY 

ENDORSEMENT 

 



 
 

 

favor of the rule revision for 

licensure by endorsement.  Please 

allow us to work here and help 

others without the financial and time 

sacrifice of going back to graduate 

school to take classes on subject 

matter that we have already 

mastered through years of 

experience as Licensed 

Professionals in other states. 

Julie Pasquinzo Pg. 60 

mark-

up 

Asking for clarity related to that and 

section 12.6 in the proposed rules 

change, specifically part (d). Does 

this mean telephone services would 

not be allowed?  

Section 12.6 PROFESSIONAL 

RELATIONSHIP EXCEPTIONS 

 

Under Ark. Code Ann. § 17-

80-403(c), “Professional 

relationship” does not include a 

relationship between a licensed 

counselor or marriage and family 

therapist and a client established 

only by the following: 

(a) An internet questionnaire; 

(b) An email message; 

(c) Patient-generated medical 

history; 

(d) Audio-only communication, 

including without limitation 

interactive audio; 

(e) Text messaging; 

(f) A facsimile machine; or 

Any combination thereof. 

Rules Revisions Section 12 is 

referencing the Telemedicine 

Act.  Section 12.6 is explaining 

specifically how the Telemedicine Act 

requires a professional relationship to be 

established.  If a licensee attempts to 

ESTABLISH a professional relationship 

through a phone call or interactive audio 

ONLY, that is not acceptable, under the 

Telemedicine Act. I believe the intent of 

12.6(d) is for professional relationships 

to be ESTABLISHED in person, not 

over the phone.   

 

Dustin Morrow Pg. 4 

mark-

up 

Request to leave the definition of 

Appraisal Activities in section 1.9. 

"Appraisal activities" means 

selecting, administering, scoring 

and interpreting instruments 

As you will see from the attached 

document the definition is contained in 

the Board’s enabling statutes therefore 



 
 

 

designed to assess an 

individual's aptitudes, attitudes, 

abilities, achievements, personal 

characteristics and interests, but 

shall not include the use of 

projective techniques for 

personality assessment unless 

specifically qualified to do so 

under another license. 

Documentation of all training 

for appraisal activities and 

Board approval for those 

activities is required for 

protection of the public.  

Appraisal Specialization 

License [Rule Section 3.5 (C) 

(6)] is required if 

appraising/evaluating for 

placement of children or adults 

in special programs, in schools, 

institutions, etc. If appraisals are 

conducted under contracts with 

public schools or for the 

Arkansas Department of 

Human Services the Appraisal 

Specialization License must be 

verified prior to reimbursement 

to schools or individuals. 

the Board does not have to repeat the 

definition in the rules. In an effort to 

clean up the Board’s rules, some 

definitions and other language, that is 

available within the Board’s enabling 

statutes, has been removed from the rules 

but is still very much a part of the 

Counseling profession. The removal of 

the definition from the rules does not 

prevent you from offering these services 

nor does the Board removing the 

specialization section of the rules. This 

simply means the Board will no longer 

require a fee to have a specialization 

added to a license. Any specializations 

will need to be listed on a licensee’s 

scope of practice but requires nothing 

special from the Board. Attachment 

Statute 17-27-102 Definitions. 

Elinor Nygren Pg. 52 

mark-

up 

An applicant for licensure by 

endorsement who has an LPC from 

another state and took a test that is 

equivalent to the NCE, NCMHCE, 

or the AMFTRB, may not be 

Waiver of the NCE, NCMHCE, 

or the AMFTRB may be granted 

when the Board has determined 

that another examination is 

Applications for licensure by 

endorsement will be reviewed on a case 

by case basis. 



 
 

 

required to take the NCE, 

NCMHCE, or the AMFTRB? I’m 

specifically referring to applicants 

who were licensed in states which 

did not require the NCE, NCMHCE, 

or the AMFTRB to obtain the LPC. 

But instead, in order to obtain the 

LPC, the state required state 

licensing exams which were 

comparable to the aforementioned 

national exams. 

equivalent, or applicant meets 

licensure by endorsement rules. 

Elinor Nygren Pg. 51 

mark-

up 

If an applicant has been licensed as 

an LPC for over twenty years in 

another state but hasn’t taken all the 

core curriculum courses because 

they were not offered at the time of 

their licensure, are they still required 

to have taken all the core curriculum 

classes to receive an LPC license in 

Arkansas? 

 

Applicants who have continually 

maintained full licensure status as 

an LPC, LMFT or the 

equivalency for a minimum of 

three years (36 months) may be 

eligible for licensure endorsement 

by the Board. In addition to 

meeting applicable requirements 

in Section 5 and 6, the applicant 

must provide verification that the 

license issued by another board is 

currently in good standing. Any 

history of disciplinary action, 

sanctions or license denial will be 

reviewed by the board. 

The Board has revised this section based 

on your comment and similar comments 

to make it clear that applicants for 

licensure by endorsement will only need 

to provide application documents as 

required in Section 5 & 6. The Board 

does not intend for the applicants for 

licensure by endorsement in this type of 

situation to have met the same core 

curriculum or examination requirements. 

Elinor Nygren  If an applicant for licensure by 

endorsement took a state licensing 

exam that covered the material in 

core curriculum courses they didn’t 

take, can that exam substitute for 

taking the course? 

 9.1(e) states the national exam may be 

waived. 



 
 

 

Elinor Nygren  Can work experience in a particular 

area substitute for taking a core 

curriculum course? For example, if 

an applicant has had several years of 

experience working in agencies with 

socially and culturally diverse 

populations, can that substitute for 

the Social and Cultural Diversity 

course? 

 No. Not unless the applicant is applying 

through licensure by endorsement.  Then 

the core curriculum deficiencies are 

waived if an applicant has been fully 

licensed in another state and in good 

standing for 3 or more years. 

Elinor Nygren  Regarding licensure by endorsement 

for an applicant who has been 

licensed over three years as an LPC 

from another state: If the applicant 

has passed an exam given by the 

state they're licensed in that is 

comparable to the NCE, NCMHCE, 

or the AMFTRB, then it doesn't 

seem necessary to have them 

undergo the hardship of taking 

another exam to obtain an LPC in 

Arkansas. It doesn't seem ethically 

or professionally necessary and, in 

my opinion, is not professionally 

respectful 

 As stated in 9.1(e), the exam requirement 

may be waived. 

Elinor Nygren  One possibility to consider would be 

to have a more streamlined licensure 

by endorsement for applicants who 

have held out of state licenses for 

five, ten or twenty years. One option 

would be to waive the exam and 

core curriculum requirements for 

those applicants. The breadth of 

experience gained in ten or twenty 

 Please see the Board’s response to your 

previously submitted comments. Thank 

you! 



 
 

 

years of practice is probably 

comparable to the courses they 

haven't taken (and that weren't 

offered when they obtained their 

license). Additionally, since LPCs 

are required by the states they’re 

licensed in to take ongoing CEUs, 

workshops, trainings, etc., they have 

stayed abreast of current trainings 

and advancements in the field. 

Elinor Nygren  Another possibility to consider 

would be to waive courses that the 

applicant was successfully tested on 

in their state licensing exam, even if 

they didn't take that course in their 

graduate program 

  

Elinor Nygren  Another consideration would be to 

waive courses when an applicant 

held a professional position or an 

internship in particular curriculum 

areas. To use myself as an example, 

the “Social and Cultural Diversity” 

course was not offered at my 

Clinical Psychology Masters 

program in 1981. However, my 

internship was in a community 

mental health center that served 

social and culturally diverse 

populations. Then subsequently, I 

worked for several years in a county 

social service agency that also 

served socially and culturally 

diverse populations. 

  



 
 

 

Amanda Willis Pg. 10 

mark-

up 

It now says you must meet 

educational requirements (written 

exam) and/or oral exam. So, does 

the Board determine who they will 

give an oral exam to or are there 

specific guidelines as to who they 

will do oral exams with? 

 

Must demonstrate professional 

competencies by passing written, 

oral, and situational and/or oral 

examinations as prescribed by the 

Board 

The board is presently doing oral exams 

for everyone.  On May 1st they will have 

a discussion about the future of oral 

exams during this public health 

crisis.  Under the new rules revisions, the 

board may require anyone to do an oral 

exam.  The board is implementing a 

jurisprudence exam that is presently not 

in place because our rules revisions have 

not been approved yet. 

 

Alexis Mitchell Pg. 18 

mark-

up 

I would like for the class to stay. Psychopharmacology (3 

Graduate Credit Hour 

Minimum) 

The Psychopharmacology course is not a 

CACREP required course.  Because 

Arkansas requires this course, it makes 

reciprocity of licensure difficult across 

states.  This is why the board elected to 

remove this course from the core 

curriculum requirements.  Many of the 

universities will continue to offer the 

course, it will just not be a requirement 

for licensure and can be taken as an 

elective. 

Coralyn Liscinski Pg. 18 

mark-

up 

I believe it is important for mental 

health counselors to have a basic 

knowledge of psychopharmacology, 

and therefore do not believe it would 

be wise to remove that class from 

required classes for counselors. 

Psychopharmacology (3 

Graduate Credit Hour 

Minimum) 

The Psychopharmacology course is not a 

CACREP required course.  Because 

Arkansas requires this course, it makes 

reciprocity of licensure difficult across 

states.  This is why the board elected to 

remove this course from the core 

curriculum requirements.  Many of the 

universities will continue to offer the 

course, it will just not be a requirement 

for licensure and can be taken as an 

elective. 



 
 

 

Todd Patten Pg.4 

mark-

up 

This looks really good and I 

appreciate your hard work. Thank 

you. I'm wondering if something 

might be added to address the role of 

the counselor in assessment. In the 

definition of counseling or counselor 

therapist. Some counselors are doing 

a lot of assessment. 

 

"Counseling/Psychotherapy" 

means assisting individuals or 

groups, through the counseling 

relationship, to develop 

understanding of personal 

problems, define goals, and plan 

action reflecting interests, 

abilities, aptitudes, and needs. 

Counseling/Psychotherapy is 

The terms counseling and 

psychotherapy are synonymous 

and refer to the application of 

mental health, psychological, or 

human development principles, 

through cognitive, affective, 

behavioral or systemic 

intervention strategies that 

address wellness, personal 

growth, or career development, 

as well as pathology. The terms 

Counseling/ Psychotherapy are 

used interchangeably in 

definitions of mental health 

activities in counseling 

textbooks Counseling may also 

include clinical research into 

more effective methods for the 

diagnosis, treatment and 

prevention of the above named 

conditions. 

As you will see from the attached 

document, the definition is contained in 

the Board’s enabling statutes therefore 

the Board does not have to repeat the 

definition in the rules. In an effort to 

clean up the Board’s rules some 

definitions and other language that is 

available within the Board’s enabling 

statutes has been removed from the rules 

but is still very much a part of the 

Counseling profession. The removal of 

the definition from the rules does not 

prevent anyone from offering these 

services. 

Deanna Smith Pg. 61 

mark-

up 

I am confused by one line in the 

telemedicine guidelines: 

Section 12.8 SCOPE OF 

Section 12.8 SCOPE OF 

PRACTICE 

 

Thank you for pointing out some 

confusion, this is intended to reference 

the definition of counseling. It means 



 
 

 

PRACTICE 

Licensed counselors or marriage and 

family therapists may practice 

counseling via 

telemedicine within the definitions 

found in Section 1.9. 

I looked back in Section 1.9 and did 

not see anything regarding 

telemedicine that wasn't crossed out 

during revision. I'm not sure if this is 

a typo or just something on which I 

(and likely others) would need 

clarification.  

No need to reply. Just wanted to 

point out confusing language. 

Licensed counselors or 

marriage and family therapists may 

practice counseling via 

telemedicine within the definitions 

found in Section 1.9. 

 

that the activities defined as counseling 

may be done via telemedicine.  

Kaitlyn Barrantes-

Simpson 

Pg. 13 

mark-

up 

So, technology will be considered a 

general specialization soon that does 

not require an application, training, 

and a fee?  Even if I don't submit all 

of this, I can still practice 

teletherapy even after the COVID-

19 situation? 

 

Section 3.6 Specializations 

 

The Board shall evaluate areas of 

specialization.  The Board will 

use the national standards for the 

preparation of counselors, 

prepared by the specific 

professional association, as a 

guide in establishing the 

standards for counseling; i.e., 

Rehabilitation Counseling, 

Pastoral Counseling, Coaching, 

Career Counseling, School 

Counseling, Gerontological 

Counseling, Counseling 

Supervision, Drug & Alcohol, 

Addictions, Appraisal, Art, Music, 

Mediation, Technology-assisted 

Under the proposed rules revisions, it 

will not be necessary to submit an 

application or fee for specializations 

other than for supervision specialization.  

It is up to each individual licensee to 

determine the appropriate amounts of 

skills and training necessary to equip 

him/her to provide competent counseling 

services to the citizens of Arkansas.   The 

licensee must also update the Statement 

of Intent.   

 

Under our current rules, you would need 

to submit an application, certificate of 

training and fee.  If the COVID-19 

situation is resolved before our rules 

revisions are approved and go into effect, 



 
 

 

Counseling or Marriage and 

Family Therapy, Technology-

assisted Supervision, Traditional 

Supervision, Recreation 

Therapeutic Counseling, Applied 

Behavior Analysts, Play Therapy, 

Dance Therapy, Neurofeedback, 

Therapeutic Humor, EMDR, 

Animal Assisted Therapy, Eating 

Disorders, Trauma, Treatment of 

Sexual Abusers, Grief and / or 

other specified counseling areas 

as identified.  If no national 

standards are available, the Board 

will adopt the highest Arkansas 

standards available. 

you would need to submit the 

application, certificate and fee. 

 

Toni McMahan Pg. 13 

mark-

up 

My colleagues and I have been 

trying to determine whether or not to 

pursue the Technology-Assisted 

Distance Counseling specialization. 

Will the specialization be necessary 

under the rules revisions? 

Section 3.6 Specializations 

 

The Board shall evaluate areas 

of specialization.  The Board 

will use the national standards 

for the preparation of 

counselors, prepared by the 

specific professional 

association, as a guide in 

establishing the standards for 

counseling; i.e., Rehabilitation 

Counseling, Pastoral 

Counseling, Coaching, Career 

Counseling, School Counseling, 

Gerontological Counseling, 

Counseling Supervision, Drug 

& Alcohol, Addictions, 

Under the proposed rules revisions, it 

will not be necessary to submit an 

application or fee for specializations 

other than for supervision 

specialization.  It is up to each individual 

licensee to determine the appropriate 

amounts of skills and training necessary 

to equip him/her to provide competent 

counseling services to the citizens of 

Arkansas.   The licensee must also 

update the Statement of Intent.  



 
 

 

Appraisal, Art, Music, 

Mediation, Technology-assisted 

Counseling or Marriage and 

Family Therapy, Technology-

assisted Supervision, Traditional 

Supervision, Recreation 

Therapeutic Counseling, 

Applied Behavior Analysts, 

Play Therapy, Dance Therapy, 

Neurofeedback, Therapeutic 

Humor, EMDR, Animal 

Assisted Therapy, Eating 

Disorders, Trauma, Treatment 

of Sexual Abusers, Grief and / 

or other specified counseling 

areas as identified.  If no 

national standards are available, 

the Board will adopt the highest 

Arkansas standards available. 

Toni McMahan Pg. 58-

61 

mark-

up 

Request to restructure section XII  XII. THE PRACTICE OF 

INTERNET OR TELEPHONE 

SERVICES TELEMEDICINE 

 

Thank you for your thoughts on the 

organization of this particular section. 

The organization of the Telemedicine 

section was designed to follow the 

structure of the Arkansas Telemedicine 

Act and mirror that of other health 

related boards’ formatting of the same 

section. 

Cynthia Knighten-

Torrence 

Pg. 10 

mark-

up 

Section 3.2 LAC. ( Oral Exam NO 

LONGER  Req.?) 

 

Must demonstrate professional 

competencies by passing written, 

oral, and situational and/or oral 

examinations as prescribed by the 

Board 

The board can still require any applicant 

to take an oral examination.   



 
 

 

Cynthia Knighten-

Torrence 

Pg. 11 

mark-

up 

Section 3.4 LAMFT. Oral Exam NO 

LONGER  Req.?) 

 

Must demonstrate professional 

competencies by passing written, 

oral, and situational and/or oral 

examinations prescribed by the 

Board 

The board can still require any applicant 

to take an oral examination. 

Cynthia Knighten-

Torrence 

Pg. 12 

mark-

up 

Section 3.45 (e) Master level courses 

substitute for Supervision hours. 

(a) One year of experience 

may be gained for 30 

semester hours of graduate 

work beyond the Master's 

level, provided the hours 

are clearly marriage and 

family therapy in nature 

and acceptable to the 

Board.  Hours earned may 

be substituted for no more 

than two years of 

supervised professional 

experience.  The Board of 

Examiners in Counseling 

does not have the power to 

waive any required period 

of supervised experience. 

 

This was clarified and moved to Section 

4.1(n).  Here is the exact wording of that 

section:  (n) A licensee may reduce 

CCH/Supervision hours by 

completing any of the following: 

1.One hundred (100) CCH may be 

gained for each three (3) graduate 

semester hours semester hours earned 

beyond the master’s degree, provided 

that the hours are clearly related to 

the field of counseling or marriage 

and family therapy and are 

acceptable to the Board. Up to two 

thousand (2000) CCH may be gained 

for each sixty (60) graduate hours. 

 

Lenora Erickson Pg. 25 

mark-

up 

4.2(b) Delete last sentence? No 

clients may be seen by the associate 

licensee . . . . 

 OK 

Lenora Erickson Pg. 26 

mark-

up 

4.2 top of page 26, change last 

sentence to:  No practice or service 

may be rendered by the supervisee 

without a supervision agreement on 

file with the board. 

 OK 



 
 

 

Lenora Erickson Pg. 28 

mark-

up 

4.4(f) Delete the last sentence: No 

practice or service may be rendered 

by . . . . 

 OK 

Lenora Erickson Pg. 29 

mark-

up 

5.4(b)-Does the end of this sentence 

mean we will accept work 

experience in place of coursework? 

Add the word “supervised” before 

work experience 

The board will add the word 

“supervised” before work experience. 

Lenora Erickson Pg. 38 

mark-

up 

7.3(a)-remove first sentence:  A new 

statement of intent must be received 

with the renewal fee . . . 

 Ok to remove 

Lenora Erickson Pg. 51 

mark-

up 

9.1(b) and 9.1(c)DELETE-In 

addition to meeting applicable 

requirements in Section 5 and 6.  

Those sections reference the core 

curriculum requirements and 

national exam requirements.  Do we 

need to add something to address 

people who never took a national 

exam or who grandfathered in to get 

their license in another state? 

Proposed Change: 

In addition to providing the 

application documentation 

described in Section 5 and 6 (i.e. 

Statement of Intent, Transcript, 

References, and examination 

scores), the applicant must 

provide verification that the 

license issued by another board is 

currently in good standing. 

 

Ok to use proposed change. 

Joe Young Pg. 1 

mark-

up 

1.2 • If you take out the 

organizations who are supposed to 

recommend to the Governor new 

board members, and how will he 

know whom to appoint? 

 

The seven are 

recommended to the governor by 

November 1 each year by the 

Executive Committee of the 

Arkansas Counseling Association 

(ArCA) or the Executive 

Committee of the Arkansas 

Mental Health Counseling 

Association (ArMHCA).   One (1) 

licensed Marriage and Family 

Therapist shall be recommended 

to the governor by the Board of 

Directors of the Arkansas 

The specifics regarding the appointments 

of the Board are spelled out in the 

Board’s statutes and do not have to be 

repeated in the rules.  



 
 

 

Association for Marriage and 

Family Therapists (ArAMFT). 

One (1) non-licensed member shall 

represent the over sixty 

populations and is selected by the 

governor from the general 

population. Section (c) (l) (e) (l)  

 

Joe Young  1.3 • How about including both the 

state associations as well as the 

national ones? 

 

See response above. The Board rarely reports to any of the 

associations but the reason for the 

national is for the ability of other states 

to see if there are any sanctions on a 

licensee. If the state associations would 

like to know if one of their members has 

disciplinary action they are welcome to 

contact the Board. 

Joe Young Pg. 2 

mark-

up 

1.4 • Why get rid of specialty 

licenses? 

 

and Specialization Licenses 

related to Counseling and 

Marriage and Family Therapy 

Other than an additional mark on the 

physical copy of the license the Board 

had no true regulation of specialization. 

Statutorily the only requirement 

regarding specializations is that an 

individual demonstrate competency so 

the Board just requires it to be on the 

Statement of Intent. 

Joe Young Pg. 10 

mark-

up 

3.2b• Are you removing the 

requirement for LAC/LAMFT oral 

exams? When will jurisprudence 

exam replacement of orals begin? 

 

Must demonstrate professional 

competencies by passing written, 

oral, and situational and/or oral 

examinations as prescribed by the 

Board; 

Yes the Board is removing the 

mandatory oral exams but they may still 

be used on a case by case basis. The 

jurisprudence exam will be in place once 

the Board’s rules have been fully 

enacted.  

Joe Young Pg. 11 

mark-

up 

3.2f • How will we know if someone 

is using their LAC license as a 

permanent license? Should there be 

The intent of the law is for the 

required three years (3000 clock 

hours) of supervision as a 

There is no true way for the Board to 

efficiently monitor if someone is using 

their LAC as a permanent license. There 



 
 

 

a suggested time limit and 

Supervision requirements? 

 

Licensed Associate Counselor 

(LAC) to be training with the 

intent to become a Licensed 

Professional Counselor (LPC). 

The intent of the law is not for the 

LAC license to be a permanent 

license. The LAC is not intended 

to be a permanent license. 

 

are Supervision requirements and the 

Board does not set a suggested time limit 

because every person is unique and may 

take longer than others to complete the 

Supervision requirements. 

Joe Young Pg. 12 

mark-

up 

3.5 (scratch out the 4) 

• Section 3.5 says, “Must meet the 

requirements of section 3.4, with the 

exception of (c)” but I don’t see (c).  

 

Section 3.45 LICENSED 

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY 

THERAPISTS (LMFT) 
 

The 4 is scratched out on the clean copy 

of the rules and there is a (c) on 3.4 as 

referenced. 

 

 

 

Joe Young Pg. 30 

mark-

up 

6.1• Rules state “Oral interviews 

may be required by the Board if 

deemed necessary.” What 

determines if it is “necessary”? 

 

 

 

Oral interviews may be required 

by the Board if deemed 

necessary. 

 

This will be determined on a case by 

case basis. 

Joe Young Pg. 31-

32 

mark-

up 

6.2• If you are eliminating specialty 

licenses, why would we need, 

“Subtests in specialty skill areas 

may be a part of updating”? 

 

) The Board will adopt a 

prepared standardized test 

covering the specialized 

knowledge common to each 

license. The Board may contract 

with test design specialists to 

prepare and provide materials 

for such testing and to revise the 

examination as deemed 

necessary. Subtests in specialty 

The Board has this as an option for the 

future, but it also includes the oral 

interview for Supervisors. 



 
 

 

skill areas may be a part of 

updating. 

Joe Young Pg. 38 

mark-

up 

7.4• This section states that “All 

renewal forms are available on the 

Board’s website “. I did not see the 

forms online. If you want us to go to 

an online system of renewing that’s 

fine but the rules should reflect that. 

This statement doesn’t reflect that it 

is all online now. 

 

All renewal forms are available 

on the Board’s website or may be 

requested from the Board office. 

All renewal forms are on the Board’s 

website under the Licensee tab/Renewal 

Forms.  Some licensees do not want to 

renew online and prefer to send paper 

documents.  That is why the forms are 

online for printing.  If a licensee wants to 

renew online, the licensee would click 

the renew online link. 

 

Joe Young Pg. 50 

mark-

up 

8.2l7i• After the Board has 

“impose(ed) any appropriate 

conditions or limitations on a 

license” does there need to be any 

rules listed for that revocation 

hearing? 

The Section number is actually 

8.3(l)(7)  

The particular section you are 

referencing occurs after disciplinary 

action has already occurred.  

Joe Young Pg. 48 

mark-

up 

8.3h• It may be 8.2 j but it isn’t 8.26. 

 

 Section 8.2(6) Thank you for the catch. The Board will 

correct the error. 

Joe Young Pg. 52 

mark-

up 

9.1b• Define “minimal educational 

requirements”. 

 

A temporary license may be 

granted while an applicant 

completes the minimal 

educational requirements. 

There are no “minimal education 

requirements” in the referenced section. 

9.1d does have a reference and those are 

the education requirements in Section 3.6 

Joe Young Pg. 56 

mark-

up 

9.4• Is there no educational 

guidelines for returning military, 

veterans, or spouses? 

“automatic licensure” means the 

granting of occupational licensure 

without an individual’s having met 

occupational licensure requirements 

provided under Title 17 of the 

Arkansas Code or by these Rules. 

Per Act 820 of 2019 there are no 

educational guidelines for these 

individuals who met all the criteria. 

Larry P Henderson Pg. 1-2 

mark-

up 

Section 1.2 There appears to be no 

need for the changes proposed in 

The composition of the Board 

shall include six (6) licensed or 

licensable counselors, three (3) of 

This section was changed to be 

consistent with the Board’s enabling 

statutes. 



 
 

 

this section.  I am concerned that 

these have been proposed at all. 

whom are practicing counselors 

and three (3) of whom are 

counselor educators, one (1) 

licensed marriage and family 

therapist; one (1) member from 

the general public who is not 

licensed or licensable and not 

actively engaged in or retired 

from the profession, and one (1) 

member who shall represent the 

elderly. 

Larry P Henderson Pg. 3 

mark-

up 

Section1.4 The striking of 

“Counselor/Psychotherapist” is a 

mistake.  Under Arkansas law, 

LPC’s and LMFT’s own these terms 

and that protects us from having 

these terms used by others who want 

to provide services but have not 

gained the credentials to do that that 

we have gained. 

the Counselor/Psychotherapist The Board is updating the rules to be 

consistent with the licenses the Board 

issues authorized by the Board’s 

enabling statutes. Psychotherapist is not 

a license the Board is authorized to issue, 

the Board wants consistency with its own 

laws. 

Larry P Henderson Pg. 4 

mark-

up 

Section 1.7 To remove the statement 

about the bonding of the Executive 

Director and the Chairperson 

appears to be counter to State law.  

We do not need to be breaking State 

law. 

. The Board Chairperson 

and the Executive Director shall 

be bonded to handle finances of 

the Board in compliance with 

state regulations. 

 

There is no need for this statement to be 

in the Board’s rules. With 

Transformation the Board is under the 

Department of Health and the 

Department now assists with all financial 

concerns.  

Larry P Henderson Pg. 4-8 

mark-

up 

Section 1.9 Definitions 

           (b)  “Psychotherapy” should 

remain due to legal interpretations 

from past history. 

          (e)  (f)  Why remove the term 

“regulations” from “rules and 

regulations”?  This term has 

"Counseling/Psychotherapy" 

 

 

 

these rules and regulations 

 

 

Pyschotherapy is not a term used in the 

Board’s enabling statute and therefore 

should not be used in the rules. The 

reason regulations is removed is because 

Act 990 of 2019 removed regulations 

from all AR boards/commissions rules. 

Regulation had no meaning within the 



 
 

 

historical significance and has been 

in use since the inception of the 

Board. 

         (h) through (z)   These sections 

should not be deleted due to the 

historical significance and 

clarification they provide 

 

 

 

 

AR Administrative Procedure Act. The 

other definitions are removed because 

they were either not used anywhere in 

the rules or they are already in the 

Board’s enabling statutes and therefore 

do not need to be repeated in the rules.  

Larry P Henderson Pg. 9 

mark-

up 

Exemptions Section 2.1  Clergy 

 This section should remain in 

its original form in its entirety.  This 

section was written to give added 

legal status for the Board to address 

a serious problem with the illegal 

and unethical behavior of some 

clergy in the community.  We had 

ministers putting themselves before 

the public as counselors and 

charging fees but had little or no 

training as counselors.  Some of 

these ministers were being accused 

of sexual activity with their clients.  

The Board had difficulty intervening 

with these persons because they 

were not licensed.  The Attorney 

General’s office advised us to 

include this information in our rules 

and regulations so we could pursue 

these illegal operators and protect 

the citizens of Arkansas.  It needs to 

remain for the legal standing it gives 

the Board.  I am a Licensed and 

Ordained Minister and am licensed 

as a counselor and therapist.  I will 

Any minister, clergy or 

pastoral counselor who has 

a private counseling or 

marriage and family 

therapist therapy practice 

(full time or part time) 

outside of ministry 

assignment, accepts fees 

from any source, such as 

third party payments, 

clients, donations or the 

general public must be 

licensed by this Board. 

 

Thank you for your comment. The Board 

has worked with our AG representatives 

on all aspects of the rule changes and we 

are confident we can still pursue 

individuals when necessary with the 

change. This is also detailed in our 

statutes  and does not need to be repeated 

here. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

be happy to appear before the Board 

to discuss the urgency of keeping 

this passage in the rules and 

regulations. 

 

Larry P Henderson Pg. 12-

13 

mark-

up 

Section 3.5 I do not even understand 

why this is being considered for 

removal unless the Board is 

considering removal of this 

designation, which would be a grave 

error. 

 

Section 3.5 Dual Credential / 

Licensure 

 

For practitioners who 

possess both the LAC/LPC & 

and LAMFT/LMFT, a single 

licensure certificate will be 

available at a reduced cost. This is 

not a new licensure category, only 

a different certificate. The 

Continuing Education 

requirement will be 24 hours, 

with 3 hours minimum in Ethics. 

The remaining 21 hours must 

indicate a balance between 

counseling and marriage & 

family continuing education. 

 

The main portion of this section is still 

maintained under Continuing Education 

Section 7. 2(f) 

Larry P Henderson Pg. 13-

17 

mark-

up 

Section3.6 This section should not 

be removed.  Specializations serve 

the purpose of protecting the citizens 

of Arkansas.  To remove these 

specializations would mean the 

Board loses some of its leverage to 

enforce regulations against the 

unethical therapist/counselor who 

claims to perform certain types or 

approaches of counseling without 

Section 3.6 Specializations 

 

The board is seeking to remove the 

requirement that our licensees must have 

specializations to provide services they 

are trained to provide.  This is in line 

with other helping professions. This in 

no way limits the Board’s ability to 

protect the safety, health and welfare of 

the public. Licensees must still include 

these areas on their Statements of Intent 

and the Board can still review complaints 



 
 

 

having to prove they are 

trained/capable of delivering such 

services (such as hypnotherapy, 

Pastoral counseling, Addictions, etc) 

     What Board member would want 

a family member being 

“hypnotized” by a person who did 

not have appropriate training and 

certification to perform that task? 

 The list of Specializations 

needs to be retained to support the 

documentation and certification of 

the Specializations.  Once again, this 

protects the citizens of the State of 

Arkansas and assures them the 

Board is watching out for them.  

 

against licensees if they are practicing 

outside their scope. 

Larry P Henderson Pg. 55 

mark-

up 

 Section 9.3 Other 

Professionals and Agencies 

(d)  Obviously the choice to delete 

this section on training by Pastoral 

Counselor agencies and 

organizations shows that the level of 

Clinical Training provided by these 

agencies is not understood nor 

appreciated by members of the 

Board. 

 I speak with first-hand 

knowledge on this topic.  When my 

credentials for license were 

reviewed by the Board in 1992, I 

was told by the Board Chair that my 

training and education exceeded by 

( l) Clergy who are 

credentialed as member, 

fellow, or diplomat by the 

American Association  of 

Pastoral Counselors 

(AAPC), Association  for 

Clinical Pastoral  Education  

(ACPE) or other Board-

approved  credentialing 

organizations will be 

accepted as meeting the 

Board definition of 

equivalent training for 

Licensed Associate or 

Professional  Counselor or 

Marriage and Family 

The Board appreciates your comment 

and acknowledges the excellent training 

you received however, the standards of 

licensure have changed significantly and 

this language is no longer applicable. 



 
 

 

far anything most people ever had 

who came before the Board.  My 

Master’s degree required 124 hours 

(70 of which were in psychology 

and counseling).  The Doctor’s 

degree with thesis had over 70 hours 

in counseling.  I had over 2000 

hours of supervised work.  The 

requirement for the LPC at that time 

was a 36 hour Master’s degree.  My 

training and supervision was done 

with Pastoral Counseling 

organizations and at the University 

of Louisville School of Psychiatry.   

To attempt to remove this from the 

rules and regulations is an affront to 

those of us who have pursued an 

excellent path of education. 

 

Therapist 

 

Danette Horne Pg. 1 

mark-

up 

On page 1, I noticed that the board 

composition changed from 3 

counselor educators or supervisors 

to 3 counselor educators. I was 

wondering why supervisors was 

removed and how you are defining 

counselor educators (e.g., I am an 

adjunct at times for the U of A, 

some of my colleagues are educators 

online to out of state schools, etc.). 

The composition of the Board 

shall include six (6) licensed or 

licensable counselors, three (3) of 

whom are practicing counselors 

and three (3) of whom are 

counselor educators, one (1) 

licensed marriage and family 

therapist; one (1) member from 

the general public who is not 

licensed or licensable and not 

actively engaged in or retired 

from the profession, and one (1) 

member who shall represent the 

elderly. 

This is information that was changed to 

be consistent with the Board’s enabling 

statute. The Board does not select the 

members, that is entirely up to the 

Governor’s office. 



 
 

 

Danette Horne Pg. 53 

mark-

up 

Section 9.1, g on page 53. Because I 

work in a college setting, many of 

my supervisees are able to start work 

right away while working to obtain 

their license because they have not 

had to hold a license in an 

educational setting. We require all of 

our counselors to become licensed 

as soon as possible; however, they 

have traditionally been able to count 

their supervision with me and the 

hours obtained once they become 

licensed because I am a licensed 

supervisor. It looks like g) is 

removing their ability to do so. Is 

that correct? If so, I would definitely 

like to keep this rule if possible. 

Acceptability of supervision, 

gained prior to application, under 

other Licensing Boards or in 

exempt positions, will be 

determined in accordance with 

the following 

This section only applied to individuals 

who were already licensed in another 

state, not those seeking licensure for the 

first time. The Board’s intent was never 

to allow supervision hours prior to 

graduation from a masters program or 

application for licensure. 

Danette Horne Pg. 61-

66 

mark-

up 

Lastly, a question I am getting from 

supervisees has to do with the use of 

Technology. For those who did not 

have the technology education 

provided in their programs, what 

sort of continuing education do they 

need to have in order to use 

Telemedicine. I have a 

specialization but I know that is 

going away. 

COPIED FROM 

WWW.NBCC.ORG 

THE PRACTICE OF 

INTERNET COUNSELING 

The Board does not endorse any specific 

continuing education programs. There 

are several programs available if a 

licensee wishes to become trained in the 

use of technology. The Board only 

requires that they keep proof of 

completion of the program and update 

their Statement of Intent. 

Amy Broadwater Pg. 53 

mark-

up 

on page 53 section g, does that mean 

that any supervised hours I have 

undertaken for the last 3 years in 

PhD school will not count towards 

my licensure? 

Acceptability of supervision, 

gained prior to application, under 

other Licensing Boards or in 

exempt positions, will be 

determined in accordance with 

the following 

This section only applied to individuals 

who are licensed in another state. It did 

not apply to individuals seeking licensure 

for the first time. If you have a license in 

another state and apply through licensure 

http://www.nbcc.org/


 
 

 

by endorsement the Board will evaluate 

all information you send in.  

M. Kaye Ramsey Pg. 2 

mark-

up 

Section 

1.3   

 

Please DO NOT change will to may. 

Suggest inserting: SHALL which in 

Black’s Law Dictionary means, 

“has a duty to.” 

 

The Board will may periodically 

release names of new licensees 

and the names of those licensees 

whose licenses have been 

suspended or revoked, and those 

who are appealing a suspension 

or a revocation 

Thank you for your comment. This 

information is always a public record, the 

Board just uses its discretion as to 

whether or not to post it in a list 

anywhere. 

M. Kaye Ramsey Pg. 4 

mark-

up 

Section 

1.9 

Definiti

ons 

Paragra

ph (b) 

 

Agree with removing 

“Psychotherapy” term and leaving 

“Counseling.” 

Please review, however, beginning 

4th line in this paragraph: the usage 

of these 2 terms: “The terms 

counseling and psychotherapy are 

synonymous and refer…. 

If previously removing the 

word/term “Psychotherapy” then 

does word need be left later in 

discussion?  

 

"Counseling/Psychotherapy" 

 

 

 

The terms counseling and 

psychotherapy are synonymous 

The Board feels the word 

“psychotherapy” is still used in practice 

and therefore only referencing it in 

relation to the term “counseling” is 

appropriate.   

M. Kaye Ramsey Pg. 6 

mark-

up 

Section 

1.9 

Definiti

ons: 

section 

(h) 

 

Privileged Communication 

definition 

However, I opine, the omission of 

Privileged Communication as 

defined in this statute, appears to be 

a mistake. It is highly imperative for 

the public to understand what IS 

privileged communication, how it 

effects counseling and processes and 

that communication in a session is 

protected.  

(a) "Privileged 

Communication" shall 

mean any communication 

between client and 

counselor given in 

confidence and not 

intended to be disclosed to 

third persons other than 

those to whom disclosure 

is made in the furtherance 

of the rendition of 

As you are aware the term privilege 

communication is defined in the Board’s 

statutes therefore it is not required to be 

repeated in the Board’s rules. 

Furthermore the Board has a separate 

section in the rules for this information. 



 
 

 

 professional services to 

the client. 

M. Kaye Ramsey Pg. 10 

mark-

up 

Section 

3.42 

Is it appropriate to change the 

Rules and not also the Statute? 

Must demonstrate professional 

competencies by passing written, 

oral, and situational and/or oral 

examinations prescribed by the 

Board 

The role of the rules is to further the 

statutes. The statute clearly states “or” 

therefore since the Board has not been 

using situational exams there is no need 

to address them in the rules. Also statutes 

can only be changed every other year, 

rules may be changed at any time. 

M. Kaye Ramsey Pg. 11 

mark-

up 

Section 

3.23 

The rules would be served in a 

positive manner to Define 

“evidence” and acceptable. 

Must provide evidence of three 

years (3000 clock hours) three 

thousand (3000) client contact 

hours of supervised full-time 

experience, as defined by the 

Board, in professional counseling 

acceptable to the Board. 

The Board has considered your 

suggestion however the Board does not 

feel it necessary to define these terms. 

You had a unique situation which the 

Board handled in an appropriate manner. 

M. Kaye Ramsey Pg. 18 

mark-

up 

Section 

3.76 

Highly disagree with deleting 

requirement: Psychopharmacology 

course requirement. 

Psychopharmacolo

gy (3 Graduate 

Credit Hour 

Minimum)  

 

Removal of this required course makes it 

easier for individuals who were not 

educated in AR to obtain an AR license 

as this is not a course found in the 

national standards. AR universities can 

still require it but it will no longer be a 

Board requirement. 

M. Kaye Ramsey Pg. 21 

mark-

up 

Section 

3.8. 

Appears to be incorrect code per 

current statute 

 

If an individual has been convicted 

of an offense listed in A.C.A. §17-

2-102(a), except those permanently 

disqualifying offenses found in 

A.C.A. §17-2-102(e), 

As the official code revisions have not 

been finalized this section may have to 

be corrected at a later date. The Act in 

which this section was created uses the 

code section as stated. Once there is a 

finalized code revision the Board will 

ensure the correct reference is used. 

M. Kaye Ramsey Pg. 22 

mark-

up 

In my clinical training and education 

as well as in clinical practice, 

psychological test are administrated 

The LAC and LAMFT are 

required to have a minimum of 

3000 hours of client contact, 

 

This board licenses counselors and 

therapists.  The direct client contact must 



 
 

 

Section 

4.1(e) 

by the clinician to the client and 

both parties are present. This is 

NOT considered an indirect service 

but face to face activity. Further, it is 

unethical to give a test to a client 

unmonitored. I am not sure why this 

is listed as an indirect activity. If the 

statement means, “computer 

generated test or testing” and this is 

considered an indirect activity, then 

this statement needs to be amended 

to be clearer to the reader. 

2200 hours defined as direct 

client contact. No more than 800 

hours of indirect client contact 

may be counted in Level 2. 

Indirect Client Contact means 

consultation, case management, 

paperwork, staffing, billing and 

test administration when the 

clinician is not working face-to-

face with the individuals or 

groups, but the services are 

related to the direct care of the 

individual or groups. 

 

be counseling in nature, not testing in 

nature. 

M. Kaye Ramsey Pg. 23 

mark-

up 

Section 

4.1 (j) 

Understanding that these rules are a 

general update; however, given the 

current COVID 19 virus condition 

especially social distancing 

consideration, which is affecting 

both clinical practice as well as 

supervision, supervision amendment 

best be made with a statement to this 

effect 

Technology assisted supervision 

cannot exceed 50% of 

supervision hours. Technology 

assisted supervision may be 

counted in both levels. 

As you stated these are general updates, 

the Board is constantly monitoring the 

public health crisis and making 

temporary adjustments as needed. 

M. Kaye Ramsey Pg. 24 

mark-

up 

Section 

4.1: (1) 

Exception need be made in 

extraordinary situations 

The LAC/LAMFT may petition 

the Board to take the NCMHCE 

with recommendation of the 

contracted supervisor upon the 

completion of 2000 client contact 

hours.  When approved, the 

applicant may apply to NBCC 

and take the NCMHCE. The 

passing score will be the national 

cut off score. A pass score on the 

The Board evaluates all situations and 

makes concessions whenever appropriate 

within the Board’s authority. 



 
 

 

NCMHCE will be equated to 500 

Client Contact Hours (CCH) and 

applied to the total hours 

required for completion of 

supervision. 

M. Kaye Ramsey Pg. 31 

mark-

up 

Section 

6.1 (d) 

4. 

Is there an actual provision in statute 

17-27-306 for the Jurisprudent Exam 

with NBCC? NO 

Does this need to be changes? 

 

4.The Arkansas Board of 

Examiners in Counseling 

J urisprudence Exam with NBCC 

ACA 17-27-306 does not specify any 

particular type of examination it is the 

general guidelines. The Jurisprudence 

Exam is a written exam and will be 

taking the place of oral interviews. 

M. Kaye Ramsey Pg. 34 

mark-

up 

Section 

6.4 (f) 

Exchange Oral Examination for 

Oral Interview 

Situational Examination, Oral 

Examination or both 

Thank you for the catch, the Board will 

make the change.  

M. Kaye Ramsey Pg. 34 

mark-

up 

Section 

6.5 Fee 

 

No content in fee section 6.5?  NOT 

Marked out? Intentional? 

Section 6.6 6.5 FEES 

 

The term fee should have been marked 

out as well. The entire section was 

deleted. 

M. Kaye Ramsey Pg. 35-

6 mark-

up 

Renewa

l Fees 

See section 7.2 as is similar and title 

IS marked out 

Section 7.2 RENEWAL FEES 

 

We are deleting that particular section 

but all the pertinent information is 

contained in Section 7.1 

M. Kaye Ramsey Pg. 37 

mark-

up 

Section 

7.2 (h) 

Continu

There are a variety of trainings 

available. Some titles do not 

directly specify connected topic(s). 

Content may be directly related to 

specialization but not title topics.  

Some May or may not clearly state a 

Any licensee with a 

specialization claimed on the 

Statement of Intent must have 

CE hours closely related to a 

specific specialization.  

 

The Board feels licensees are able to 

determine what is and is not related to 

any claimed specialization. 



 
 

 

ing 

Educati

on 

direct specific specialization thus 

recommend wording: related to… 

M. Kaye Ramsey Pg. 38 

mark-

up 

Section 

7.3: 

Stateme

nt of 

Intent 

 

Propose change is new statement 

of intent be completed, unless a 

new specialty be added, on a four 

(4) year interval not a 2 year 

interval.  

 

If a new specialty has been added by 

clinician then formal education 

credits, CEU and /or supporting 

supervision can also be added for 

validation of new specialty. (Same 

for subsection d in this section 

related to change in scope of 

practice). Additional time (4 not 2 

years) will allow persons to develop, 

educate and/or consult in a new area 

of practice. 

A new Statement of Intent (Scope 

of Practice) must be received with 

the renewal fee and continuing 

education documentation for any 

license to be renewed 

The Board is making a slight change to 

this section and only requiring a new 

Statement of Intent be submitted if any 

change is made, there will be no 

expectation that a new Statement be 

turned in at every renewal. 
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mark-
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Section 

9.3 

 

Suggest in this section, that area of 

specific licensure be separated by 

title 

Section 9.3 OTHER 

PROFESSIONALS AND 

AGENCIES 

 

Thank you for the suggestion 

M. Kaye Ramsey Pg. 57 

mark-

up 

HIPPA 

Additio

n 

Sugges

Section XI: Client [add Privilege] 

Communications and Access to 

Medical Records 

[Partial Quote with addition from p. 

57] 

The client(s) of persons licensed by 

this board has the ability to claim or 

XI.COUNSELOR/PSYCHOTHE

RAPIST AND MARRIAGE 

AND FAMILY THERAPIST - 

CLIENT COMMUNICATIONS 

AND MEDICAL RECORDS 

CLIENT COMMUNICATIONS 

AND MEDICAL RECORDS 

Thank you for the suggestion however 

the Board feels this section is sufficient 

as written. 



 
 

 

tion 

and 

Chang

e of 

Title 

Sugges

tion 

 

assert privilege to refuse disclosure 

of records from the record set 

[HIPPA: 45 CFR 164.501] and to 

prevent an “individual’s (i.e., 

clients) personal representative 

from obtaining medical records. 

Medical records regarding 

counseling may include the 

following: records for the purpose of 

diagnoses and treatment, physical, 

mental or emotional condition(s), 

and addiction treatment (i.e., any of 

10 various related substances or 

unknown substances as well as non-

substance related disorders including 

gambling or related addictive 

behavioral disorders). 

 

The client of persons 

licensed by this Board has a 

privilege to refuse to disclose 

and to prevent any other 

person from disclosing his/her 

medical records or 

confidential communications 

made for the purpose of 

diagnosis or treatment of 

his/her physical, mental or 

emotional condition, 

including alcohol or drug 

addiction, among 

himself/herself, the licensee, 

and persons who are 

participating in the diagnosis 

or treatment under the 

direction of the licensee, 

including members of the 

client's family. See Rules 501, 

502 and 503, Arkansas Rules 

of Evidence. The licensee is 

presumed to have authority to 

claim the privilege on behalf 

of the patient. The privilege is 

subject to the exceptions 

listed in Rule 503(d). The 

following communications are 

not protected by the privilege: 

 

Communications relevant to 

an issue in proceedings to 

hospitalize the client are not 



 
 

 

privileged. 

 

Communications made in the 

course of a court ordered 

examination of the client are 

not privileged unless the court 

orders otherwise. 

 

Medical records or 

communications relevant to an 

issue of the physical, mental, 

or emotional condition of the 

patient in any proceeding in 

which he or she relies upon 

the condition as an element of 

his or her claim or defense, or, 

after the patient's death, in any 

proceeding in which any party 

relies upon the condition as an 

element of his or her claim or 

defense. 

 

The licensee may be 

required to furnish 

medical records, and 

communications in the 

context of formal 

discovery procedures. 

 

 

Stephen Attebery Pg. 13-

17 

is the board moving away from specific 
rules on specializations. I recently took 
a training on telehealth/telecounseling. 

Section 3.6 Specializations 

 

Yes. The board is seeking to remove the 

requirement that our licensees must have 

specializations to provide services they 



 
 

 

mark-

up 

If the new changes go into affect, 
would I not need to apply for the 
specialization but just have 
documentation on my own that I have 
gotten the adequate training. 

are trained to provide.  This is in line 

with other helping professions. Licensees 

must still include these areas on their 

Statements of Intent and practice within 

their training and scope of practice. 

     

     

     

     

     

     

 


